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be the Queen of France; she had greedy relations,
and the dread of a disputed succession haunted all
who had a thought for the future of their country.
The prospect of so splendid a station disturbed her
own  cheerful  serenity ;   she became  nervous and
full of vague but distressing apprehensions.   She may
have felt that all had so far gone too smoothly; that
fortune  under so smiling a face must hide some
treacherous intent.    It was with tears and dismal
forebodings that she left the King at Fontainebleau
to spend the Easter of 1599 at Paris.    She lodged
at   the Deanery, but on the evening of April 6th
supped at the house of Zamet a rich Italian.    This
man, the son of a shoemaker of Lucca, and a former
valet of Henry III., had enriched himself by usury
and speculation.    From being the servant he had
become the boon companion of princes, who found
him a merry and generous host, untroubled by scru-
ples or pretensions.   Gabrielle accepted an invitation
to spend the evening of the /th at the same house,
but was then too unwell to leave her room.    On the
next day she was much worse and fell into violent
convulsions; on the gth she was artificially delivered
of a dead child ; towards the evening she became
unconscious and died the morning after (April loth).
There is as little reason to suppose that she was
poisoned as that her neck was wrung and her soul
carried off by the devil.    Both reports were current,
but the latter was more generally believed by the
populace, to whom it seemed that her great power
over the King must be due to some supernatural
cause.   No contemporary writer acquainted with the